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A method for performing a search for both lopal electronic content and remote 

2 / electronic content based on a single query, the method coni^rising: 

3 receiving a single query that includes at least one ^arch term; 

4 comparing the received search term automaticall/ in response to the single query with 

5 indexed electronic content that is stored on a local devfce to derive a first result and 

6 comparing the received search term with electronic content that is stored on a remote device 

7 to derive a second result; 

8 combining the first result and the second result into an amalgamated result; and 

9 displaying the amalgamated result. 

1 2. The method as in claim 1 wh^r^n the local device includes a personal 

2 computing device. 

1 3. The method as in claim 1 vmerein comparing the received search term 

2 includes simultaneously comparing the received search term with the indexed electronic 

3 content stored on the local device and tWe electronic content stored on the remote device. 

1 4. The method as in claim 1 wherein the amalgamated result is displayed without 

2 indicating whether the amalgamate^ result was derived from the first result or the second 

3 result. 

1 5. The method as ii/ claim 1 wherein comparing the received search term 

2 includes comparing based on a single input action by a user. 

1 6. The method as in claim 5 wherein comparing the received search term 

/ 

2 automatically in response t6 the single input action by the user includes performing a first 

3 comparison of the received search term with the indexed electronic content stored on the 

4 local device and, at a separate time, performing a second comparison of the received search 

5 term with the electroni/content stored on the remote device 

1 7. The npthod as in claim 5 wherein comparing against content stored on the 

2 local device and coment stored on the remote device based on a single action received from a 

3 user is performed ^tomatically in a default state such that the user need not pre-select to 
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4 compare the received search term with both the indexed elec^onic content stored on the local 

5 device and the electronic content stored on the remote devi^. 



)aj/ig 



1 8. The method as in claim 5 wherein compajftng against content stored on the 

2 local device and content stored on the remote device bq/ed on a single action received from a 

3 user is performed with the user pre-selecting to compare the received search term with both 

4 the indexed electronic content stored on the local de/ice and the electronic content stored on 

5 the remote device. 

1 9. The method as in claim 1 whereir/ comparing the received search term 

2 includes comparing the received search term, in response to the single query, with indexed 

3 electronic content stored on a first local device and with indexed electronic content stored on 

4 a second local device, wherein the first loca/ device and the second local device are 
P 5 networked in a local area network. 

1 10. The method as in claim y further comprising creating an index based on the 

^- i # 

^ 2 electronic content stored on the local cjevice, wherein comparing the received search term 

i? ^ 

H 3 includes comparing the received sear6h term with the index. 

ill 

Asa 1 



1 11. The method as in claim 10 wherein creating the index includes creating the 

■■^ 2 index at an event pre-designated ]Sy a user of the local device. 

\\l I 

Q 1 12. The method as m claim 10 wherein creating the index includes creating the 



2 index on-demand in response^ to an action by a user of the local device. 



dZ 



1 13. The methocy as in claim 1 further comprising creating an inverted index based 

2 on the electronic content^ored on the local device, wherein comparing the received search 

3 term includes comparing the received search term with the inverted index. 

1 14. The mlihod as in claim 1 further comprising creating an index based on the 

2 electronic content stored on the remote device, wherein comparing the received search term 

3 includes comparing the received search term with the index. 
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1 15. The method as in claim 14 further comprising creating a local index based on 

2 the electronic content stored on the remote device, wherein companng the received search 

3 term includes comparing the received search term with the locaj/index. 

1 16. The method as in claim 14 further comprising c;reating a local inverted index 

2 based on the electronic content stored on the remote device, wherein comparing the received 

3 search term includes comparing the received search terai with the local inverted index. 

1 17. The method as in claim 1 wherein comparing the received search term 

2 includes performing a single comparison of the received search term with both the indexed 

3 electronic content stored on the local device an/ the electronic content stored on the remote 

4 device. 

1 18. The method as in claim 1 mrther comprising, in response to an action of a user 

■ j| 2 of the local device, designating at least ^le type of indexed electronic content stored on the 

3 local device for comparison with the j?^ceived search term. 

1 19. The method as in c/aim 1 further compnsmg, m response to an action of a user 

^' ^ 2 of the local device, designating at least one file location of the indexed electronic content 

^ / 

C3 3 stored on the local device for 96mparison with the received search term. 

H 
hi 

p 1 20. A computer program stored on a computer readable medium or a propagated 

2 signal for performing a search for both local electronic content and remote electronic content 

3 based on a single queryycomprising: 

4 a receiving code segment that causes the computer to receive a single query that 

5 includes at least oneysearch term; 

6 a comparing code segment that causes the computer to compare the received search 

7 term automatically in response to the single query with indexed electronic content that is 

8 stored on a local device to derive a first result and to compare the received search term with 

9 electronic consent that is stored on a remote device to derive a second result; 

10 a combining code segment that causes the computer to combine the first result and the 

1 1 second result into an amalgamated result; and 

12 ^/displaying code segment that causes the computer to display the amalgamated 

13 res^y/ 
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1 21. The computer program of claim 20 wherein the local devi^ includes a 

2 personal computing device. 




1 22. The computer program of claim 20 wherein the comparing code segment 

2 causes the computer to simultaneously compare the received se^h term with the indexed 

3 electronic content stored on the local device and the electronig/content stored on the remote 

4 device. 

1 23. The computer program of claim 20 whep^in the amalgamated result is 

2 displayed without indicating whether the amalgamate result was derived from the first result 

3 or the second result. 

1 24. The computer program of claij/ 20 wherein the comparing code segment 

2 causes the computer to compare based on a^ingle input action by a user. 



Hi / 

v[j 1 25 . The computer program j6f claim 24 wherein the comparing code segment 

^. i 2 causes the computer to perform a first comparison of the received search term with the 



'^'^l 3 indexed electronic content stored^n the local device and, at a separate time, perform a 

4 second comparison of the recei/ed search term with the electronic content stored on the 

5 remote device. 



C3 " 

III 1 26. The compiler program of claim 24 wherein the comparing code segment that 

ht= / 

2 causes the computer to/ompare against content stored on the local device and content stored 

3 on the remote device/oased on a single action received from a user causes the computer to 

4 perform automatically in a default state such that the user need not pre-select to cause the 

5 computer to compare the received search term with both the indexed electronic content 

6 stored on the local device and the electronic content stored on the remote device. 

1 27. / The computer program of claim 24 wherein the comparing code segment that 

2 causes thoxomputer to compare against content stored on the local device and content stored 

3 on the r/mote device based on a single action received from a user causes the computer to 

4 perfoj?^ with the user pre-selecting to cause the computer to compare the received search 

5 terq/with both the indexed electronic content stored on the local device and the electronic 

6 cemtent stored on the remote device. 
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1 28. The computer program of claim 20 wherein the comparing code/segment 

2 causes the computer to compare the received search term, in response to the ^ngle query, 

3 with indexed electronic content stored on a first local device and with indexed electronic 

4 content stored on a second local device, wherein the first local device a/fd the second local 

5 device are networked in a local area network. 

1 29. The computer program of claim 20 further comprising an index creating code 

2 segment that causes the computer to create an index based on/the electronic content stored on 

3 the local device, wherein the comparing code segment cau^s the computer to compare the 

4 received search term with the index. 

1 30. The computer program of claim 29 wherein the index creating code segment 

2 causes the computer to create the index at an evej;ft pre-designated by a user of the local 
ill 3 device. 

\^,\, 1 31. The computer program of claim 29 wherein the index creating code segment 

^ 2 causes the computer to create the index jm-demand in response to an action by a user of the 

SI 3 local device. 

ill 

1 32. The computer progpdm of claim 20 fixrther comprising an index creating code 

'^'ii 2 segment that causes the computer to create an inverted index based on the electronic content 

iy 

\^\, 3 stored on the local device, wherein the comparing code segment causes the computer to 

^'J^ 4 compare the received searctyrerm with the inverted index. 

1 33. The comp/ter program of claim 20 fiirther comprising an index creating code 

2 segment that causes ther computer to create an index based on the electronic content stored on 

3 the remote device, wnerein the comparing code segment causes the computer to compare the 

4 received search term with the index. 




1 34. Hie computer program of claim 33 fiirther comprising a local index creating 

2 code segmenl^at causes the computer to create a local index based on the electronic content 

3 stored on th^ remote device, wherein the comparing code segment causes the computer to 

4 compare/ihe received search term with the local index. 
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1 35. The computer program of claim 33 further comprising a loeJal index creating 

2 code segment that causes the computer to create a local inverted indev^ased on the 

3 electronic content stored on the remote device, wherein the companng code segment causes 

4 the computer to compare the received search term with the local inverted index. 

1 36. The computer program of claim 20 wherm the comparing code segment 

2 causes the computer to perform a single comparison/<W' the received search term with both the 

3 indexed electronic content stored on the local deyfce and the electronic content stored on the 

4 remote device. 

1 37. The computer prograni m claim 20 further comprising, in response to an 

2 action of a user of the local deviceya designating code segment that causes the computer to 

3 designate at least one type of ii>d!exed electronic content stored on the local device for 

4 comparison with the receiv^ search term. 
i / 

\^ 1 38. The computer program of claim 20 further comprising, in response to an 

2 action of a user o^'t^ie local device, a designating code segment that causes the computer to 

3 designate at lea^t one file location of the indexed electronic content stored on the local device 

111 



for comparison with the received search term. 
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